Den til Forsendelse med de Kongelige Brevposter privilegerede

Berlingske Politiske og Avertissementstidende 5. oktober 1878

The long title above translates into something like "To be sent with the Royal
Post privileged Berlings’ Political and Advertisement Paper”. This Danish
newspaper has been in print since 1749, and has traditionally been
considered a conservative paper. It is simply called Berlingske today.
Berlingske was the first paper in Denmark to report about the riot after
receiving a telegram from Jamaica on October 5. 1878 (translated from
Danish):

Unrest on St. Croix. "Ritz. Bureau" announces a telegram, dated London, the
5th Octobr., of the following content: "A Telegram from Jamaica to Reuters
Bureau reports that there has been an outbreak of Negro riots on St. Croix.
Several plantations burn. Governor of St. Thomas has arrived with the
available strength, 50 soldiers. Several plantation owners are killed. On the
Plantation Anna’s Hope there has been a battle in which the Negroes were
defeated. The death count was 200. English and French frigates are
expected." From the same source, Jamaica, there was already news on the
3rd over the New York Telegraph to London, that among the Negroes on St.
Croix was an uprising and the rioters had committed many cruelties. Whether
this is correct is still difficult to determine since there has only been one
telegram on the 2nd to our government, which contained a message that
serious riots had erupted in Frederikstad on St. Croix, and that, as a
consequence, commandeur Garde with the available troops from St. Thomas

had arrived to restore the order.

What could be assumed and hoped is that the condition on St. Croix and the
extent of the unrest are depicted in colors too dark, since the fact is that
among the Negro population there has been no trace of the slightest misery or
grievances lately, just as there have been no skirmishes of any kind between

workers and employers. All the more surprisingly, the telegrams are about a
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serious uprising and battle against troops, which apparently have led to the

loss of many human lives.

The troops on St. Croix (approx.. 80 men) have previously been dispersed in
two places, Christiansted and Frederikstad (and a few men at King’s Hill), but
have been reduced to only one place after the reduction of the military,
Christiansted, which can explain why the unrest could not be suppressed at
once and reinforcements from St. Thomas was necessary. As a possible
explanation for the riot is mentioned that October the first is Changeover-day
for the workers, and many are vacant at that time which might have led to

discontent with the new labour contracts.

lroligheder paa &t. Eroix. ,Nip
Bureau” nreddeler et Telegram, datevet Yon.
dbon den Bte Octbr,, af folgende Jndhold:

o8t Telegram fra Jamaica til Reuterd
Duvean melder, at dev er udbrudt en Negers
opftand pas &t Groig.  Fleve Plantager
brande.  Gouverneuren fra &t Thomas v
onfommen med bden bidponible Styrle, 50
Soldater,  Flere Plantageeiere cxe  drabte.
Baa Plantagen Anadhope Har bder ftaaet en
Kamp, i hollfen Negrene bleve flacede. Tabet
of Dode var 200, @Engelfte og franfle Fres
gatter vented.”

gra famme Rilde, Jamaica, var der allerede
ben 3die d&. over New Jord telegraphevet til
Condom, at bder blandt Negrene paa &t 'Eroly
var udbbrudt en Opjtand, famt at Tumultuans
fexne Gavde begaaet mange Grufombeder.

Droroidt disfe Efterreininger exe corvecte, er
bet endnu vanfleligt at afgjeve, da bder til vor
Regjering tndtil i WMiddags tun var indtruffet
et Lelegram af 2den d3, fom indeholdt en
Wieddelelfe om, at der bar udbrudt alvorlige
Uroligheder (serious riots) i Frederiléfted pea
&t. Croig, og at fom Folge devaf Gommandeur
@arde med den dieponible Troppeftyrle fra St.
Thomaé Bavde begivet fig derhen for at gjens
oprette Ordenem,  Poad der lader antage og
baabe, at Tilftanden paa St. Groiy og Op+
ftandendé Omfang er flildret med for merle
Farver, e ben Omftandighed, at bder blandt
Negerbefolfningen lige indeil ven fidfte Tid iffe
bar varet fporet den mindjte Wisneie cller Gje-
ving ligefaalidt fom dev er foiefaldet Rioniuger
of nogen ¥rt mellem Arbeioere og Mrbeidss
givere. Saa meget meve ovevvaffende ere dere
for Telegrammerne om en alvarlig Opjtaud
og Kamp med Tropperme, der flal Bave fort
til $ab af mange Wennefleliv Den paa St.
@roiy garnifonercnde Styrle (c. S0 Wid.) hau
tidligere paret fordeclt pea to Steder, Ehris
ftianefjted og Frederilofted (med nogle jaa Uds
liggere paa Ringdhill), men er femere efter
WMilitaivets NRNeduction blecen indffreenlet il
det ene, Ghriftiansfted, Hoorved det forflares,
at Urolighederne iffe jtrar Have Punnet unders
tiptled, men at man Ger maattet oppebic Fors
fterfning fra &t. Thowns. Som en mulig
Anledning til Opftanden nuvned, at det den 1fte
October er Sliftetid for Hrbeiderne, of foille
bed ben Tid ille foa gaae ledige, og at ber
maaflee er opftaact Utilfredshed med de nye
Arbeidécontracter.
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